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I remind everyone that last night we 

filed cloture on a Mine Safety and 
Health nomination. That cloture vote 
will occur tomorrow unless some other 
agreement is reached. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
minority leader is recognized. 

f 

AL-ZARQAWI 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I certainly 
underscore the statement of the distin-
guished majority leader. This is a good 
day for the U.S. military and especially 
our intelligence community. We should 
feel very good about this. The mission 
we are talking about, the successful 
outcome, is a testament to the brav-
ery, the skill, and the determination of 
those dedicated men and women on the 
front lines. This is hard to say about 
any human being, but he got what he 
deserved. Anyone who aligns himself 
with him should know they could await 
a similar fate as long as they engage in 
terror. 

I was very pleased to hear the Presi-
dent’s statement. It was measured. We 
all recognize there are a lot of difficult 
days ahead for the United States and 
Iraqi forces, but having a Security 
Minister, a Defense Minister, and an 
Interior Minister makes it that much 
closer to when we can start drawing 
down the troops. 

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION AND IMMIGRATION 
I look forward—I hope in the near fu-

ture, and I am confident that will be 
the case—to working on our Defense 
authorization bill, which is something 
we need to do. 

I also say through the Chair to the 
distinguished majority leader, this is 
important for our colleagues. We are 
trying to work something out to get 
the immigration reform bill to con-
ference with the House. People think 
we spend a lot time on minutia, all this 
procedural stuff, but that is the way it 
is. People are going to have to be pa-
tient. We are trying to get a vehicle to 
go to the House where we have assur-
ances that it will be an immigration 
bill and not a tax bill. We do not have 
that worked out yet. I say to my col-
leagues and through the Chair to the 
distinguished majority leader, as he 
knows, negotiations have started. We 
are trying to work it out. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, to respond 
through the Chair to the Democratic 
leader—and actually our colloquy, in 
essence, is to our colleagues—we recog-
nize the importance, both of us, both 
sides of the aisle, of getting this bill to 
conference. We have passed a bill that 
reflected the will of the Senate. Not ev-
eryone agreed with it. I thought we had 
a very good process we should be proud 
of in terms of debate and amendment 
and allowing the people’s will to be dis-
cussed and voted upon. 

The next step is getting to con-
ference. We do not need to go into the 

technical aspects, but it is a challenge 
to get it there in a way that gives all 
of the guarantees, but with those guar-
antees the goal will be to have an im-
migration bill that stays on immigra-
tion. That is exactly what the Demo-
cratic leader and I are working on, and 
we are making progress in that regard. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say also 
that the problem is one person can 
throw a monkey wrench into the proc-
ess. We have to try to work it out so no 
wrenches are thrown. 

Mr. President, I ask consent that 
Senator STABENOW from Michigan be 
recognized for up to 2 minutes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Michigan is recog-
nized. 

f 

THANKING THE GUEST CHAPLAIN 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
take a special moment to say thank 
you to Rev. Tim Tuthill for giving the 
invocation today. As a lifelong United 
Methodist, I am very proud of him. 

He is associate pastor of the First 
United Methodist Church in Mason, MI, 
and one of our brightest and most en-
gaging young leaders in the commu-
nity. I am so pleased he is here today. 

He has been very active in the mid- 
Michigan community and served in a 
number of different leadership posi-
tions in the Mason area United Way, 
the Mason Ministerial Association, the 
Wesley Foundation, the St. Francis Re-
treat Center, the West Michigan Con-
ference Leadership Team, and a host of 
other organizations. 

After 8 years with the First United 
Methodist Church, Reverend Tuthill 
was recently appointed by the Wesley 
Foundation to lead the campus min-
istry at Michigan State, my alma 
mater, as well as Lansing Community 
College. 

I wish him and his family well. We 
are so pleased he would take time to 
join us. We appreciate his words of in-
spiration this morning. 

f 

DEATH TAX REPEAL PERMA-
NENCY ACT OF 2005—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 8, which the clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to the consideration of 

H.R. 8, to make the repeal of the estate tax 
permanent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, there is 1 hour of 
debate equally divided between the two 
leaders or their designees, with 10 min-
utes of the minority time reserved for 
Senator DURBIN, 10 minutes for Senator 
DORGAN, and the last 20 minutes re-
served as follows: 10 minutes for the 
Democratic leader, to be followed by 
the majority leader. 

The Senator is recognized. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, we are 

now considering the repeal of the es-

tate tax. The estate tax is a tax paid by 
2 out of every 1,000 Americans. It is not 
a tax that will affect the vast majority 
of Americans because they have not ac-
cumulated enough wealth in their life-
time to be subject to the tax. 

It is an action which is imposed on 
the very wealthiest, the very richest 
people in America. It is a tax which is 
imposed on their estates after a certain 
amount is exempt. Up to $4 million is 
exempt for a couple under current es-
tate tax, and that number is scheduled 
to rise. 

However, the Republican majority 
believes this tax is unfair. They believe 
it is unfair for the wealthiest people in 
America, who have accumulated mil-
lions of dollars, to pay any tax to the 
Government on that accumulated 
wealth when they die. They say that is 
fundamentally unfair. They come to 
the Senate with a sense of outrage that 
we would ask wealthy people in Amer-
ica to pay taxes, so they propose the 
elimination or dramatic reduction of 
this tax, to the point where it will add 
substantially to the deficit of the 
United States of America. 

This is not a tax cut for the wealthy; 
it is a tax deferral. By reducing or 
eliminating the tax on the wealthiest, 
they are passing the burden of taxation 
on to those in lower income groups. 
With their elimination of the death 
tax, they are creating a birth tax. 

In other words, if you happen to be 
born in America and you are one of the 
997 out of 1,000 who don’t pay the estate 
tax, you will have a bigger debt and a 
bigger burden because the Republican 
majority believes the wealthiest should 
be spared paying taxes. People who 
have had the good fortune of living and 
succeeding in America should be 
spared, according to the Republicans, 
any responsibility to pay back to this 
great Nation for the benefits they have 
accrued during their lifetime. There is 
a sense of outrage on the Republican 
side of the aisle that somehow we 
would impose this tax. They have cre-
ated this vast mythology about the es-
tate tax. They translated it into a 
death tax, suggesting to Americans 
that when you die you must pay taxes. 
That is plain false. Only 2 or 3 out of 
1,000 people who die each year pay any 
such tax. Yet the average person on the 
street believes the Government is 
going to come and grab whatever small 
amounts they have kept together for 
their sons and daughters and take it 
away in tax collection. It is not true. It 
is false. It is misleading. It is decep-
tive. 

Who is pushing this great effort to 
eliminate the estate tax? Will it sur-
prise you to know they are the fattest 
special interests in Washington, DC? 
An analysis has shown—and these num-
bers are nothing short of amazing— 
that 18 families in the United States of 
America, with a combined net worth of 
$185 billion, have spent $200 million lob-
bying on Capitol Hill to repeal this es-
tate tax. Why? They are going to make 
a fortune because their fortunes will be 
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